. CLONMEL DISTRICT LUNATIC ASYLUM. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, 
’/ dated 2 May 1864;— -for, 



COPY “ of all Correspondence between tlie Governors of the Clonmel 
District Lunatic Asylum, or any Member of the Board, with the Irish 
Government and Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums, respecting the Ill-treat- 
ment of a Pauper Lunatic named Flynn , committed to the Asylum about 
the month of August last, together with the Evidence taken at the Investiga- 
tion on the subject in the presence of Mr. Inspector Hatchell, with his Report 
and that of the Board of Governors to tlie Lord Lieutenant, and his Ex- 
cellency’s decision thereon.” 



{Mr. Blake.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed. 
22 June 1864. 
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COPY of all Correspondence between the Governors of the Clonmel 
District Lunatic Asylum, or any Member of the Board, with the Irish 
Government and Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums, respecting the Ill-treat- 
ment of a Pauper Lunatic named Flynn , committed to the Asylum about 
the month of August last, together with the Evidence taken at the Investiga- 
tion on the subject in the presence of Mr. Inspector Hatchell, with his Report 
and that of the Board of Governors to the Lord Lieutenant, and his Ex- 
cellency’s decision thereon. 



John Bagwell , Esq., to the Lord Lieutenant. 

My Lord, Marlfield, Clonmel, 15 March 1864 . 

I have been directed by the Board of Directors of the Clonmel District Lunatic 
Asylum to forward the enclosed documents to your Excellency. 

Yours, &c. 

The Earl of Carlisle, k.g. (signed) John Baqwell. 

&c &c. 



Report of the Board of Governors of the Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum to 
the Lord Lieutenant. 

The Governors ot the Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum, assembled at a special 
meeting convened for the purpose of investigating a charge of harshness and 
violence made by Edward Flynn, late a patient in the Asylum, having carefully 
and minutely examined into the matter, beg to report to the Lord Lieutenant as 
follows : — 

That with the assistance of Dr. Hatchell, Inspector of Lunatic Asylums, we 
examined, on oath, Edward Flynn, who calmly and without any undue appearance 
of excitement or malice, detailed what we cannot but call a most melancholy 
history of unwarrantable and cruel mismanagement. For the details of his 
evidence, which was taken down, we beg to refer your Excellency to Dr. Hatchell. 

Dr. Flynn, the Resident Medical Superintendent, put in a written statement 
of the case, which we forward to your Excellency. 

Me examined, but not on oath, the Head Keeper, Boland, and Hospital 
Attendant, Lyons, neither of whom materially contradicted the statement of the 
complainant. Boland showed the manner in which he was in the habit 
of fixing the strait waistcoat, and which he stated was known to and 
sanctioned by Dr. Flynn. The method appeared to us to be highly 
objectionable, and which will be explained to your Excellency by Dr. 
Hatchell. Boland also produced two leather straps, with which the patient was 
fastened to the iron bedstead in the hospital. The effects of this treatment have 
been most lamentable. The complainant exhibited his hands, wrists, and arms, 
all deeply cicatrized, and presenting the appearance of having undergone exten- 
sive sloughing, nearly approaching to mortification, which was actually the case 
as detailed by Dr. Shiell, the visiting physician, on his return from leave of 
absence. He will bear these marks to his grave. His hands also appear to be 
much weakened, and a very considerable period must elapse before he regains his 
former strength. 

We called for the morning state-book, but no entry of the coercion used 
towards the patient was made, and of course the Governors were quite ignorant 
of the facts and its consequences. 

The Rev. Mr. Grotty-, Roman Catholic chaplain of the Asvlum, tendered him- 
self for examination on oath, and stated that. Edward Flynn was a most violent 
lunatic, and in this opinion we, from all the evidence we have heard, entirely 
agree. Mr. Crotty farther stated that during the two years in which he ha s 
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* See No. 6. 



been an officer in this Asylum he never saw any cruelty or hardship used towards 
any patient, and that in this case constraint was absolutely necessary, and that 
Edward "Flynn, when asked by him had he any complaint to make, said “ No.” 

The whole case has left the most painful impression upon our minds, having 
for many years entertained the highest opinion of Dr. Flynn’s humanity, skill, 
and good management, both morally and fiscally. We have been suddenly 
called upon to enter into this investigation, which has resulted in very materially 
weakening that confidence in the discretion and supervision of Dr. Flynn over 
the establishment which are so imperatively necessary to the well-being of the 
unfortunate class committed to our care. 

Dr. Flynn being the officer of the Government, we do not feel it within our 
province to make any suggestion, but, having brought this very painful and 
distressing case before your Excellency, we now leave it in your Excellency’s 
hands to deal with as your well-known humanity and experience may dictate. 
We, however, wish it to be distinctly understood that whilst we arc quite aware 
of the very violent form of insanity, with strong tendencies to self-destruction, 
exhibited by Edward Flynn, and to prevent which the most vigilant and 
unceasing precautions were absolutely necessary, still we cannot shut our eyes to 
the fact that those precautions were taken in such a manner as to inflict severe, 
if not lasting injuries on the patient, and that neither the coercive measures 
made use of, or the injurious results consequent thereon, were reported to the 
Board or recorded in the morning state book. 

The Governors further wish to express with reluctance their fears that .latterly 
the Medical Resident Superintendent has not exercised that amount of personal 
supervision over the keepers which is absolutely necessary to ensure the patients 
from the possibility of harshness on the part of the servants of the establishment. 

We do not know whether it was the duty of Dr. Shiell to have reported the 
state of the patient Flynn to the Board, but it appears lo us that. it. would have 
been better had lie done so, particularly as no case book has been latterly kept 
in the Asylum, and it appears strange to us that this circumstance should have so 
long escaped the notice of the Inspectors General upon their visits to this 
establishment, believing, as we do, that to be their peculiar duty. 

(signed) John Bagwell, Chairman. 

Board Room, Asylum, Clonmel, 15 March 1864. 



District Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel, 8 March 1864. 

Dr. Flynn respectfully submits, 

In addition to his own professional* statements submitted to and offered to be 
sustained on oath before the special Board of 5th and 7th March 1864 (Dr. 
Hatchell present), the evidence of Nos. 1 , 2, 3, 4, 5, also offered, but not taken or 
even noticed, l)r. Flynn claims in justice that, the evidence may receive fair con- 
sideration, and that the unsupported swonr testimony of a lunatic coming into the 
Asylum under circumstances so peculiar as are evident from every point of view, 
“suicidal and maniacal in the extremes” may not be allowed to bear down 
everything before it ; the more so since these parties, Nos. l, 2, 3, 4 , 5 , were not 
called on before the Special Board, nor was any rebutting or qualifying testimony 
admitted on oath, but, on the contrary, absolutely objected to and refused. 

Dr. Flynn begs to submit that, on Tuesday 1st of March 1864, exactly eight 
months after the alleged violence and harshness, he heard of it from Mr. 
Bagwell and Mr. Kenny, for the first time, that inspectors, and others 
occasionally, Dr. Shule most frequently, and Dr. Ftynn twice, and for nearly 
two months thrice, daily and nightly, visited this patient, yet not a word of 
complaint ever reached any one of them from him during these eight months. 

Dr. Flynn holds it to be his first conscientious duty, and at all hazards to save 
life ; in trying to do so for this patient he exercised, to the best of his judgment, 
an unceasing anxiety and care (during Mr. Shiell’§ absence) to do so, and alter 
Dr. Shiell’s return at the latter end of July 1863, in compliance with Privy 
Council Rules, he called Dr. Shiell’s special notice to the case, and acted in the 
most cordial and scrupulous manner with Dr. Shiell throughout this distressing 
attendance. ° 

Dr. Flynn 
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Dr. Flynn has to remark that expert or trainable attendants were ;;t. all times 
difficult, and are now nearly impossible from many causes in this district ; bat 
so far as matters appear to Dr. Flynn, after 23 years’ experience, these attend- 
ants, such as they are, had to deal with one of the worst and most deplorable 
cases of suicidal mania that it was Dr. Flynn’s lot to have ever witnessed. 

A long and honourable public service in this asylum, borne testimony to 
every authority, and by patients’ friends from every quarter for uniform kindness, 
and attention will have, Dr. Flynn trusts, due weight, and obtain a full and fair 
inquiry into what Dr. Flynn, from statements current in Clonmel, believes to be 
“ a money case,” or an action at law to obtain it. 

(signed) J. Flynn. 



(No. 1.) 

John Leonard attendant in the Parent Clonmel Lunatic Asylum states: — 

That, in his turn, he had been on night duty, watching the patient Edward Flynn. 

He was put in a single room, when violent, in the yard, after his admission. It is not 
true that Flynn was put in without clothes. "Witness bears testimony that Dr. Flynn 
was coustant in his visitation, night and morning and oftener, on patient Flynn and other 
patients. It is false that Leonard ever struck Flynn with a key or kicked Flyun. 
Flynn’s violence at all times was very great ; that when on one occasion in the yard the 
fire pipe of engine was exercising he rushed and broke it ; that to prevent Flynn from 
trying to force himself through windows near the door he had to be violently pulled back ; 
that while confined in the single room a night attendant was placed by Dr. Flynn at his 
door ; that Dr. Flynn constantly visited him; that his great violence rendered it necessary 
to restrain him, or the patients would beat or injure him; that he (Leonard) never saw 
any attendant beat, nor Colborne strike him with a brush handle; that he (Leonard) 
constantly sat near him and tided to prevent him from running his head against the walls. 

I state the above is true and will swear it. 

7 March 1864. (signed) J. Leonard. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) J. Flynn 



(No. 2.) 

George Mason, male attendant, was wardman when Edward Flynn was admitted ; 
took night duty in his turn over Flynn ; Flynn was confined in a single room after admis- 
sion ; and George Mason had to watch him, in turn, there and in the hospital. 

George Mason bears testimony that he never saw Flynn put into a cell by day without 
clothes ; never saw Flynn struck by any attendant ; Flynn was violent in the extreme ; 
saw him half way through one of the windows after breaking the glass one day ; Dr. 
Flynn constantly (so far as George Mason observed) attended to Flynn, visited him, and 
ordered a big chair to he put near Flynn’s door outside at night, that the attendant on 
duty by night might always be near to aid, if need required it; the oliair being at ail 
angle so as to command both corridor's where violent patients slept. 

George Mason saw Flynn dash his head against the walls near Mara’s Seat. 

George Mason further states, that when Flynn was pounding his head at night against 
the walls of his room, and beating at tlie door, he (George Mason) went in with other atten- 
dants (called up), Leonard and Boland, and then only put on a waistcoat to prevent 
Flynn, as George Mason believes, from committing suicide. 

This is all the material evidence George Mason has to say. 

I will swear to the truth of this. 

7 March 1864. (signed) George Mason. 

** (True copy.) 

(signed) J. Flynn. 



(No. 3.) 

William England, ward attendant of the Clonmel Lunatic Asylum states, that he was 
on night dirty, in turn, over Edward Flynn, after his admission into the Clonmel Asylum. 
Never saw Flynn put into a cell without clothes during the daytime ; never- saw any 
attendant strike him with key, 'brush, handle, or kick him; was assisting Leonard, and 
others, in removing him from the yard, when violent, to a cell ; saw him frequently 
violent in the yard, and, on one occasion, had to get an attendant to remove him from 
violently assaulting England, and trying to force England’s key from him (England); while 
in charge of Flynn in the hospital, in turn, Flynn violently attempted to get out of 
hopital — made a run at the fireplace, and thought to injure himself at it* 

4 22. A3 
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He was constantly attempting violence in the hospital. England remained up, in turn, 
on duty, till relieved at 2 o’clock, a.m. ; saw Dr. Flynn at all times, by day and night ; 
very careful and attentive to Flynn, while England was on duty. 

I will swear that this is true. 



(signed) William England. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) J. Flynn. 



(No. 4.) 

John Hawks, tailor in asylum; works at refractory yard, in tailors’ shop; remembers 
when Edward Flynn was admitted as a patient ; never saw an attendant strike or beat 
linn with key or brush-handle ; saw him often violent, and trying to force himself through 
windows ; frequently called outside, when Flynn was in the yard, to aid the attendants in 
controlling him in the yard ; and on one occasion remembers well, while in charge of an 
attendant, he made away, and tried to dash his head against the wall ; he (Hawks) rushed 
between him and the wall, and thus prevented him; no restraint of any kind was then on 
him ; saw him some days after, when Flynn assailed the attendants exercising the fire- 
hose, and he (Flynn) smashed it before any aid could be given ; these things occurred 
during the daytime. 

J olm Hawks will swear to the truth of the above. 

(signed) J. Ilawlts. 

7 March 1864. (True copy.) 

(signed) J. Flynn. 



(No. 5.) 

Thomas Wall, attendant, was on duty at night, in the corridor, over Edward Flynn, 
put there by Dr. Flynn ; saw him in the yard, attempting to get through the windows, 
near the entrance-door ; broke the windows ; broke windows on several occasions ; the 
attendants were watching him, and he broke away from them; in the cell, he attempted, 
■while IV all was on duty, to destroy himself, by dashing his head against the walls. 

Two attendants, Leonard and Wall, endeavoured, by sitting each side of him, to 
prevent him from dashing his poll against the wall, and breaking his head ; did it in spite 
of both, very severely. 

Saw Dr. Flynn constantly attending to Edward Flynn. 

I will swear to the truth of the above. 

(signed) Thomas Wall. 

(True copy.) 

7 March 1864. (signed) J. Flynn. 



(No. 6.) 

Patrick Edward Flynn, admitted on 30tli June 1863, by resident medical superin- 
tendent, as a “ dangerous and urgent” case, on the representation of George Goold, Esq., 

Dr. Skiell being from home. Dr. Flynn had not the opportunity of consulting with him 
on the point, as he usually does in cases of “ urgency,” demanding instant admission. 
Admitted at once, although certificate informal. (Sec Mr. Goold's note appended to 
certificate.) 11 

As is usual (this patient, who appeared powerful and violent, was similarly treated), 
patients are placed for a few days under surveillance, in order to study their tendencies 
and dispositions. 

From the day of his admission, he was violent and dangerous to himself afid others. ( See 
report of head attendant, 1 July 1863.) 

He was placed by night in a comfortable single room next to another suicidal patient, 
and an attendant placed to watch both. 

On 9th July 1863, he was put under lowering treatment by blisters to his nape and 
shoulders. 1 

On 11th July 1863, simple dressing ; but a loose jacket was obliged to be put on to 
keep the dressings from being torn off. 

On the 29th, had the benefit of Dr. Shiell’s advice and aid, and he was put on lowering 
medicines, but not removed to hospital till 30th, from total absence of sleep, violence, 
and attempts at self destruction, by dashing himself against walls, and breaking glass (see 
reports of attendants); he was, on 4th August 1863, put under the powerful influence of 
Battley’s* sedative (2o drops H. S.) each night. 

He was now visited twice daily, and once at night ‘by Dr. Flynn, and at uncertain 
hours, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, and even one o’clock.* 

Ho 



* Observation. Dr. Flvnn claims no merit for this unseasonable visitation, and which he will 
explain on oath, as it refers to matters outside altogether his public duties, and of a painful nature. 
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Pie could not be kept in bed in the hospital, although two attendants were in constant 
watching and care of him, dashing his head against the walls, and wrenching his arms in 
. the most painful manner. 

Head shaved, blistered, and, as a necessary consequence, arms confined by vest and 
bed straps to prevent tearing off the blisters, and, subsequently the dressings ; a foot-strap 
put on loosely to keep him in bed, and at Dr. Shiell’s suggestion, bed removed to middle 
of the floor ; hands got sore from struggling ; no dressing could be kept on ; torn off by 
him ; irritation, of course, very great ; diet, full half-a-pint porter and half-a-pound of beef- 
steak, morning and midday. ( See diet book.) 

Anodynes continued, H.S., 9th August, stimulating ointment applied, forcibly kept on 
by bags over his hands. 

August 12. Slough dressed forcibly by Peruvian Balsam, carrot poultices over it. 

17th August, repeat ointment as before. 

August 21. Anodynes useless to procure sleep; infusion of digitalis, .fviij, §fs three 
times a day, suggested either by Dr. Shiell or Mr. Graham (the visiting apothecary), being 
probably the most powerful known sedative. 

Pulse lowered greatly. 

25th August 1863. Continued the dressing. 

7 September 1863. Repeat the digitalis as before. 

10th Sep. 1863. — Castor oil, 3ifs. 

13th Sep. — Having become calmed, no further medical treatment adopted, beyond 
dressing sores, which rapidly got well. 

Oct. 1. — Set to use gymnastics until removed by family : aperient pills occasionally. 

• J. Flynn. 

2 March 1864. 



Observations. 

Dr. Flynn has nothing to add, so far as he is concerned, about the patient. Dr. Shiell 
and himself (Dr. F.) conscientiously discharged their medical and other duties. For 
details of attendance Dr. Flynn is glad that the following servants are still in the asylum, 
and their evidence may or may not be called for just as seems fit. 

Dr. Flynn has had little conversation with them, and leaves them to tell their own sad 
story of duty and hardships, not only regarding Edward Flynn, but every other patient. 
The names of these parties are : — 

James Bolan. 

John Lyons. 

John Leonard. 

William England 

Let it be remembered that now almost S5 per cent, of the patients are dangerous and 
violent since the chief part of the harmless has been removed to auxiliary asylums. 

(signed) J. Flynn, M.D., T.C.D. 

2 March 1864. . Resident Medical Superintendent. 



George Mason. 
Thomas Wall. 
John Hawks. 



Memorandum. 

Dr. Flynn again begs to state, and cannot too often repeat it, that not a whimper of 
complaint reached his ear, nor that of Dr. Shiell, from this patient during the eight months 
that he was in the asylum,, especially for the three months he was convalescent, and in con- 
stant and friendly conversation with both medical officers, daily with one, and three or four 
times a week with the other, more or less. 

J. Flynn. 



Evidence taken on oath before the Inspector, Dr. Hatchell at the instance of the Board 
of Governors: 7 March 1864. 

Edmond Flynn sworn. — Remembers being a patient in this house. First sent to a 
a cell in a corridor. Not tied for the first night : comfortable bed in cell. Next morning 
put into an empty boarded cell in his shirt only ; no other article of clothing. Left in 
about half the day. Got no food in it. Attendants visited during the time ; looking in 
occasionally through the door, and once entered the cell. Forcibly taken into the cell, 
but was not struck by them. Was knocking at door and trying to get out; that is the 
reason I was confined there. Same evening removed to a cell with a bed. Don’t recol- 
lect seeing Dr Flynn that day or evening. Not tied on putting me in. I remained in 
same cell next day. Dr. Flynn saw me next day; got food twice. Next day passed in 
same cell. In about three weeks after admission removed to hospital.^ A week before 
going to hospital, servant struck me with keys on hand. Got a kick from some keeper. 
Strapped down on my back in the yard by Ready, the attendant, and afterwards was 
strapped down in cell, both hands tied behind me. Did not see Dr. Flynn that day. Did not 
422. A 4 
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tell Dr. Flynn. Left that day and night tied as described. Tried to cover himself in 
bed with his’ teeth. Lay part of the night uncovered. Mason sat. in the cell for an hour. 
Straps tight and hands swollen. Dr. Flynn saw me in the morning; my wrists cut with 
straps ; shewed it to Dr. Flynn. Hands recovered before removed from hospital, a week 
after. A jacket and straps used occasionally through tne week. Boland then put the 
jacket on, then strapped my arms behind my back in bed. In that position straps put on 
at 10 o’clock at night; removed at 11 next day. Gave me a cold bath in Dr. Flynn’s 
presence. Dr. Flynn not present when the strait waiscoat was put on ; was 
when taking it off. Removed from cell to hospital with violence, the attendants 
did not kick or strike me ; put me in bed, and put the jacket on, and strapped me in the 
bed, over the elbows ; I got my wrists under the rails of the bed ; that night, an attendant 
(Lyons) gave me a little sour milk ; remained two nights and a day in that position, and 
discharged my bladder and bowels in bed ; tied by the legs also ; next evening, clots of 
blood, in large (quantities, passed through mouth and nose; about half a pint on the 
wall and bed ; not caused by a wound in head, or from gums ; four patients in hospital ; 
and attendant was up that night ; not unkind that night ; saw Dr. Flynn and Shcill next 
day about 12 o’clock, when straps were removed; my arms were in a terrible way; no 
straps put on my wrists after ; Dr. Sbeill attended, me ; the waistcoat put on after, and 
feet tied, and a strap across my waist for a week ; remained in hospital until well ; Lyons 
strapped me in firm several times ; did not report it to Dr. Flynn ; obliged to he fed first 
month ; Lyons would not loose me, through fear of Boland, to obey the calls of nature, 
and was obliged to pass my urine under me ; had sufficient diet ; Coburn up at night occa- 
sionally ; struck me with a brush-handle in the back, and with a strap ; Boland, during 
five months recovering, did not ill use me ; Lyons saw me spit up the blood ; once struck 
my head against the wall ; cut it in the hospital; was sore and bleeding, whenT went to 
the hospital. 

England saw me strike my head ; nothing done for the spitting of blood ; Dr. Flynn 
said it was blood ; Lyons told Dr. Flynn I spit blood, also said it came from his arms ; 
Dr. Flynn rubbed ointment to me before going to hospital. » 

Rev. William John Ceotty, sworn. About the time Flynn received injuries, the 
keepers called my attention to him ; saw him under mechanical restraint in hospital, used' 
for keeping on dressings, and did not see any blood in the room; did not make any com- 
plaint against any one ; seemed to feel that severe treatment was necessary ; parents 
complained to me that he received bad treatment, about the time he entered the hospital. 



Copy of Minute of the Board of Governors. 



District Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel, 14 June 1864. 

Minute. 

The Board of Governors of the Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum, have had 
before them on this day, a letter from Major-General Sir Thomas A. Larcom, k.c.b.,. 
dated 6th June 1864, with copy of an Order of the House of' Commons, dated 2d 
May 1864, requiring by order of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant “ A copy 
of the evidence therein required other than that which was taken on oath, 
of which Dr. Hatchett has furnished a copy.” 

And state in reply, that no Records whatever exist hereof, and no Minutes of 
vidence, as r oquired have been taken down at the Special Boards of 5th and 
7t.h of March 1864 ; that therefore none can be supplied. 

(signed) Charles Bianconi, Chairman. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) James Flynn , m.d., t.c.d., 

Resident Medical Superintendent, 

District Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel. 



The Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums to the Under Secretary. 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle, 

1 April 1864. 

The Inspectors have the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, that they have most carefully perused the statement of the- 
Board of Governors of theClonmel District Lunatic Asylum, and its accompany- 
ing documents. 

Already 
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Already furnished with the details, as one of them was present at the in- 
vestigation, they had fully discussed the merits of the case, and are clearly of 
opinion that in the treatment of the lunatic, Edward Flynn, the resident Medical 
Superintendent not ouly displayed a want of foresight and judgment, but was 
also highly culpable through inattention. 

He should) in the first instance, have observed that the strait waistcoat was not 
improperly fastened, and on no account have allowed it to be so long employed 
without examining into the condition of the patient’s wrists and arms, no mat- 
ter how violent or dangerous he might at the time have been ; for on the one 
hand if it was necessary to use the waistcoat as a protection, on the other due 
precaution should have been taken that it did not produce any bad effects. Un- 
fortunately, however, from a thoughtless neglect the very reverse was the 
case. 

The Inspectors do not attribute intentional cruelty either to the attendants or 
to Doctor Flynn : whom sewing in the Clonmel Asylum, they had hitherto every 
reason to appreciate, and whom they regarded as being particularly attentive to his 
duties, and in justice to him they must say that the Clonmel Asylum has been 
remarkable for its cleanliness, order, regularity, and domestic comfort ; it is, 
therefore, the more painful to them to express in the present instance the opinion 
they have just given, 

Reference is made in the annexed statement to the fact that for some time past 
the Board were apprehensive Doctor Flynn had not exercised the requisite 
supervision over the attendants. This intimation takes the Inspectors by surprise, 
for they had been always under the impression, from what they had heard and 
personally witnessed at various and recent meetings of the Governors, that he 
possessed their confidence to a very great extent, and was looked upon by them in 
the most favourable light, so much so, that on the opening of the Auxiliary 
Asylum they proposed entrusting him with the general supervision of both In- 
stitutions. 

As to the doubt expressed by the Board, whether Dr. Shiell should not have re- 
ported the state of the patient to them, the Resident Medical Superintendent being 
the proper medium for bringing all matters deserving particular notice under the 
consideration of the Governors, the Inspectors do not think it the duty of die Con- 
sulting and Visiting Physician to report cases under his treatment to the Board ; 
at tile* same time, had he thought the injuries to the patient Flynn resulted from 
intentional cruelty or bad treatment on the part of the attendants, they have no 
doubt he would have done so. 

Finally, with reference to the observations of the Governors, that they thought it 
strange the circumstance of the non-existence of a case book should so. long have 
escaped the notice of the Inspectors, the Inspectors beg to state that their observa- 
tions appear to have been founded on a misconception as to facts. A case book 
has been kept by the Resident Medical Superintendent, and is now before them, 
and in it they find notes of the lunatic Flynn’s case from the date of his 
admission — his symptoms, treatment, the medicines prescribed, &c. 

The Governors probably intended to refer to the daily statement book, in which 
certainly no entry of the patient’s having been placed under restraint was made. 

The explanation given by Doctor Flynn is that the restraint was used as a 
therapeutic appliance, and kept up to prevent him from tearing his skin or flesh, 
he having been blistered ; the Inspectors think, however, such au entry should 
have been made. 

It so happened that on tile 24 th July, one of the Inspectors visited the 
Clonmel Asylum, when he saw the lunatic in a high state of mental excitement 
two days before he was placed under restraint; he could not, therefore, take 
cognizance of a fact which had yet to occur. 

Again, on the 29 th September a second visit was made, when the patient was 
well* and out on the grounds, and on that occasion was seen, as well as every 
other patient, bv the Inspector who heard, as is his habit, whatever they had to 
say ; but no complaint was made to him by the patient, Edward Flynn , conse- 
quently he could not have any data for inquiry. 
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The Inspectors, while indisposed to extenuate the neglect, or be it tile highly 
culpable omissions of the resident Medical Superintendent cf the Clonmel 
Asylum, feel it a duty at the same time to bear testimony to his character for 
attention and humanity during the twenty-five years he has been connected with 
that Institution. 

(signed) John Nugent, 

Geo. W. Hatched. 



The Under Secretary, 
&c. &c. &c. 



7 May 1864. 



(A true copy.) 

(signed) W. J. Corbet, Chief Clerk, 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle. 



The Under Secretary to Dr. Flynn. 



gjj. } Dublin Castle, 9 April 1864. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you that his Excellency has 
had under his consideration the communication of the Board of Governors of 
the Clonmel Lunatic Asylum of the 15th ultimo, and the report of the Inspectors 
of the Lunatic Asylums, of the 1st instant, on the documents referred to therein. 
His Excellency observes, with regret, that the Inspectors have arrived at the 
opinion that, in the treatment of the lunatic, Edward Flynn, you have not only 
displayed a want of foresight and judgment, but were also highly culpable 
through inattention. 

The Inspectors, at the same time, acquit you of any charge of intentional cruelty, 
and bear testimony to your attentive discharge of your duties hitherto, and to the 
cleanliness, regularity, and domestic comfort for which, under your management, 
the Asylum has been remarkable. 

Under these circumstances, His Excellency confines himself to an expression 
of grave displeasure ; adding, that any future occurrence of a like nature, would 
render it impossible to retain you in the responsible office of Resident Medical 
Superintendent. 

I am, &c., 



Jas. Flynn, Esq., m.d., (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel. 



The Under Secretary to John Bagwell, Esq., M.P. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 9 April, 1864. 

Referring to your letter of the 15th ultimo, with its enclosures, relating to a 
complaint against Dr. Flynn, the Resident Medical Superintendent of the Clonmel 
District Lunatic Asylum, I am directed to transmit herewith, for the information 
of the Board of Governors of the above Asylum, copy of a communication which 
has been addressed, by His Excellency’s desire, to Dr. Flynn, upon the subject 
of the complaint in question. 

I am, &c., 

John Bagwell, Esq., mp., • (signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 

Marlfield, Clonmel. 
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